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Routes to Academic Registration 
 
There are 2 main routes to academic practice in Ontario: (1) under the Regulation and (2) under the Academic Registration 
policy. 
 

 
 

Requirements for a Restricted Certificate of Registration 
 

Under the  
Regulation 

 

Assistant  
Professor 

Full or 
Associate 
Professor 

Medical Degree - A medical degree from an accredited 
Canadian or US medical school or an acceptable international 
medical school 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Confirmation of Academic Appointment - Form signed by the 
Dean and Department Chair submitted directly to the CPSO. The 
form must include a written job description, which provides that 
the applicant is involved in clinical practice, teaching, research, 
administration or clinical development and evaluation, or some 
combination of these 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Full-time teaching appointment ✓   

Full-time research appointment ✓   

Full-time clinical academic appointment   ✓ ✓ 

Registration expires after 7 years   ✓  

Specialty Certification by RCPSC or CFPC  
OR  
Specialty certification by organization outside of Canada 

✓ ✓ 
✓ 

✓ 
✓ 

Review by Registration Committee  ✓ ✓ 

Annual Report*  ✓  

*Please review the Guide to Completing CPSO Annual Reports for more information 
 

https://www.cpso.on.ca/Physicians/Registration/Registration-Policies/Academic-Registration
https://www.cpso.on.ca/Physicians/Registration/Registration-Policies/Academic-Registration
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Academic Physicians Requesting to Work in Additional Settings 
 
The physician can submit the initial request to add a practice location by sending a message via the CPSO Portal  

• Send a message to the attention of the Registration Compliance Monitoring  
• In the subject line of your communication, please include “Request to Add a Location”. 

 
The University must arrange for the following documents to be sent to the CPSO by email to regmonitoring@cpso.on.ca  
 

• Letter from the Dean and Dean & Chair for assistant professors at the home institution confirming:  
(1) The reason for the request;  
(2) The practice is in accordance with the requirements of the appointment;  
(3) The nature of the activities at the new location; and  
(4) That these activities will be included in their annual reports to the College. 

• A letter from the new practice location providing details of the proposed activities.  
 
NOTE: Registration Committee review should not be required. Situations that may require review/rejection – requests that 
appear to be a change of scope; if the request is for duo academic appointments at different universities; if the school has 
indicated that the practice is not in accordance with the requirements of the appointment. 
 
 
Promotions 
 

Requirements Promotions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General 
Requirements 

 The CPSO anticipates an assistant professor will be promoted to the rank of associate 
professor within the 7-year term of the certificate of registration.  

 The CPSO is expected to be notified of the promotions in a timely manner, before the 
promotion's effective date. 

 An associate professor may also be promoted to the rank of full professor.  
 All promotions under the academic registration policy require review and approval by the 

Registration Committee to modify the terms of the physician’s certificate of registration.  
 The physician must submit an application to Modify the Terms, Conditions and Limitations of 

the certificate, and any additional requirements including the associated application fee.  
 
 
University 
Requirements 

 An updated Confirmation of Academic Appointment form signed by the Dean submitted directly 
to the CPSO.  

 The form must indicate the new appointment rank, start date and end date (if applicable).  
 A letter of support from the Dean confirming the promotion, the effective date and comments 

on the candidate’s performance and academic achievements to date. 
  All promotions require the completion of an application to Modify the Terms, Conditions and 

Limitations of the physician’s current certificate of registration. 
 The physician should contact the CPSO via the CPSO Portal notifying the College of their 

promotion prior to the promotion effective date and request for an application to be released 
into their CPSO Portal account. 

 All applications must be completed and submitted online through the CPSO Portal. 
 
 
Amended Academic Registration Policy 
 
Academic physicians may be eligible to apply for a restricted certificate of registration to practise independently limited to 
their scope of practice if they fulfil the following requirements: 
 

Requirements Amended Academic Registration Policy   
 
General 
Requirements 

 Have practised in an academic setting and maintained an active clinical practice in Ontario for a 
minimum of five years; and  

 Provide evidence of satisfactory clinical performance, knowledge, skill, judgment, and 
professional conduct from the medical school where you hold your academic appointment.  

 
 

 Letter of support from the Dean for Associate and Full Professors and from the Dean and 
Department Chair for Assistant Professors, supporting the request for a scope-restricted 
independent license.  

https://cpsowebauth.b2clogin.com/efbb5b79-1e0d-475a-a9a3-19e2ce5bda37/b2c_1a_signin/oauth2/v2.0/authorize?client_id=9c1df94e-df99-494f-8dd8-7f7a3c60faae&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.cpso.on.ca%2Fsignin-b2c&response_type=code%20id_token&scope=openid&state=OpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%3DJywq4UqZuZpI4S2BGLAKMp9eaI1cCcGPdASgyCixswOKMvZJSdoVp3OBSCFwXj71viG-XzM9dE04uvMIo5zOOowEGRabzxHYaGykP2aQ8pKp39H7x5UKKWoeKBRyfbwXXBl1dWb1ssYsrum0rovTJT-Yj8vX6ngd1PYAvVH6dLVXcnh4VbLCCi_i9xG5zRvfJOXOYsDqDu28jBGXc6shAqb7HESrZiRsCIEAbTtdHhEalQe6e1P2lt2fX6VEvJ45l2NZzQgY1RoWyJ7zq9GxFDqc1hU8nYLI1W7SMDGQo2aSNFDHyt7wAQjFRbA_ohrbcg0tuL6324c01IHdsklhsbFoMZ7T-AWfi98_KvE3tV3JTHybJm18N5xzHJrk3pysv6Ui0fAympRgaNG93Y6FRdjVPcwHIoTwaYgOt39_xKs&response_mode=form_post&nonce=638415784539423682.ZWJlZmYzZWEtMWRhNS00MGMwLTkxMmEtYjJmYWM3NzE4ODBhMTE0Y2JmMWMtZmZiYi00MGJmLTgwNGYtZGMxNmI0YmNhNzk3&ui_locales=en-US&x-client-SKU=ID_NET461&x-client-ver=5.3.0.0
mailto:regmonitoring@cpso.on.ca
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University 
Requirements 

 The letter should also comment on the candidate’s performance and academic achievements 
to date. 

 
The physician must submit a request to change their academic license to a scope-restricted license through the CPSO Portal. 
The physician must also have support from the University.  
The CPSO will release an application to Modify the Terms, Conditions and Limitations of the physician’s academic license. 
Please note that there is no fee associated with this application.  
 
Registration Committee Process 
 
First-Time Academic Applications 

 All applications must be completed and submitted online through the CPSO Portal.  
 Please note, the application fee is non-refundable.  
 Candidates should only submit an application if they have confirmation of a full-time academic appointment at the 

rank of Assistant, Associate, or Full Professor.  
 
Change of University: 

 The member is required to complete a new application. 
 Candidates should only submit the online application if they have confirmation of a full-time academic appointment 

at the rank of Assistant, Associate, or Full Professor.  
 
The Registration Committee meets once every three to four weeks. Meeting dates and corresponding submission deadlines 
can be found here: Processing Times and Meeting Dates. 
  
The average timeline for applications to be reviewed by the Registration Committee is 3-4 months. Physicians should apply 
well in advance of their certificate expiry date to avoid lapses in licensure. 
 
Applications requiring review by the Registration Committee are not eligible for the CPSO’s Expedited Assessment Fee option. 
We will endeavor to prioritize academic-related applications when possible and within our abilities.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Registration Compliance Monitoring at regmonitoring@cpso.on.ca.  

https://cpsowebauth.b2clogin.com/efbb5b79-1e0d-475a-a9a3-19e2ce5bda37/b2c_1a_signin/oauth2/v2.0/authorize?client_id=9c1df94e-df99-494f-8dd8-7f7a3c60faae&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.cpso.on.ca%2Fsignin-b2c&response_type=code%20id_token&scope=openid&state=OpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%3DJywq4UqZuZpI4S2BGLAKMp9eaI1cCcGPdASgyCixswOKMvZJSdoVp3OBSCFwXj71viG-XzM9dE04uvMIo5zOOowEGRabzxHYaGykP2aQ8pKp39H7x5UKKWoeKBRyfbwXXBl1dWb1ssYsrum0rovTJT-Yj8vX6ngd1PYAvVH6dLVXcnh4VbLCCi_i9xG5zRvfJOXOYsDqDu28jBGXc6shAqb7HESrZiRsCIEAbTtdHhEalQe6e1P2lt2fX6VEvJ45l2NZzQgY1RoWyJ7zq9GxFDqc1hU8nYLI1W7SMDGQo2aSNFDHyt7wAQjFRbA_ohrbcg0tuL6324c01IHdsklhsbFoMZ7T-AWfi98_KvE3tV3JTHybJm18N5xzHJrk3pysv6Ui0fAympRgaNG93Y6FRdjVPcwHIoTwaYgOt39_xKs&response_mode=form_post&nonce=638415784539423682.ZWJlZmYzZWEtMWRhNS00MGMwLTkxMmEtYjJmYWM3NzE4ODBhMTE0Y2JmMWMtZmZiYi00MGJmLTgwNGYtZGMxNmI0YmNhNzk3&ui_locales=en-US&x-client-SKU=ID_NET461&x-client-ver=5.3.0.0
https://www.cpso.on.ca/Physicians/Registration/Registration-Committee/Processing-Times-and-Meeting-Dates
mailto:regmonitoring@cpso.on.ca

